LEGAL PRACTICE
COUNCIL

NATIONAL OFFICE
Thornhill Office Park
Building 20

94 Bekker Road
Vorna Valley, Midrand
Tel: 010 001 8500

Media Release Embargo: None
27 October 2019

The Legal Practice Council concerned with barriers to the legal profession

The Legal Practice Council (LPC) has noted with concern that it is now becoming a trend that some law firms are making a
driver's license and or ownership of a motor vehicle as one of the key requirements for graduates to be considered for
practical vocational training (PVT) contracts. A driver's license and or ownership of a motor vehicle is and cannot be an
inherent requirement for attaining a PVT contract.

“‘As the LPC, we will be investigating this matter internally through our Transformation Committee and then make an official
pronouncement in due course. The LPC views this practice as one of the barriers to access to the profession when one of
our core responsibilities is the transformation of the legal profession. The requirement of a drivers’ license or motor vehicle
for the purposes of PVT is unfair and discriminatory as it affects many graduates who are from poor backgrounds, mostly
black and female” said Ms. Kathleen Matolo -Dlepu, Chairperson of the Legal Practice Council
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About us

The Legal Practice Council is a national, statutory body established in terms of section 4 of the Legal Practice Act, No 28 of
2014.The Legal Practice Council and its Provincial Councils regulate the affairs of and exercise jurisdiction over all legal
practitioners (attorneys and advocates) and candidate legal practitioners.
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